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Community Supports:

People with disabilities have a civil right to receive services and supports in the most integrated setting
appropriate to their needs and desires. We support options and services that help people live, work, learn, and
engage in all parts of community life.

Education:

We believe all people should receive equitable, person-centered, and inclusive education appropriate to their
needs. We support the use of evidence-based practices, starting with early childcare settings and continuing
through postsecondary education, that are necessary to assist Virginians with developmental disabilities in
reaching their full potential.

Employment:

VBPD believes in the dignity of work and, with appropriate supports, everyone can work in a competitivepaying job that suits their skills. We support policies that create and promote competitive, integrated
employment options for Virginians with developmental disabilities.

Healthcare:

VBPD believes that healthcare includes mental, physical, and holistic wellness. We support accessible,
affordable, evidence-based healthcare that is responsive to the unique needs of every individual with a
disability.

Housing:

VBPD believes that all Virginians have the right to affordable, accessible, appropriate housing of their choosing.
VBPD supports policy solutions that provide the infrastructure and funding necessary to address and expand
accessible, affordable housing options for people with developmental disabilities.

Self-determination:

VBPD believes people with disabilities are experts in their own needs and desires. They, and their chosen
support network, must be included in the decision-making processes that affect their lives. VBPD believes
everyone is entitled to the “dignity of risk”1 and should have the freedom and supports they need to make
their own decisions. We support policies and practices that give self-advocates a voice.
1 “Dignity of risk” means being able to make choices that could have negative consequences and getting to experience those
consequences. For more information, see Self-Determination & Dignity of Risk, published by The Mental Health and Developmental
Disabilities National Training Center and available at www.mhddcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Self-Determination-Dignity-of-Risk-Fact-Sheet.pdf
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