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Virginia Board for People with Disabilities

Advocacy and Outreach Committee Meeting Minutes 
Date: March 5, 2014

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:	Ron Lanier, Carol Lewin, Angela West, Carl Tate, Korinda Rusinyak, Advocacy and Outreach Committee Chair, and John Kelly, Board Chairman. 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: 	Everlene Brewer, Sharon Drescher, Marisa Laios, and Rose Williams
VBPD STAFF PRESENT:	Barb Dodd, Katherine Lawson, Rachel Loria, Kara White, and Heidi Lawyer, Ex. Director. 
CALL TO ORDER:  The Advocacy and Outreach Committee was called to order by Korinda Rusinyak at 9:22 am. The committee reviewed the Agenda. 
APPROVAL OF COMMITTEE MINUTES:  The committee reviewed the December 4, 2013 minutes.  As there were no corrections needed, a MOTION for approval was made by Carl Tate, seconded by Ron Lanier. The minutes were APPROVED as submitted unanimously.
REVIEW OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING: Ms. Rusinyak reviewed the Executive Committee’s work of the morning. She reflected upon the content of the meeting including board member attendance, the Ex. Director’s update, and a review of the budget. Ms. Rusinyak also referred to the work of staff on the 2014 Assessment of the Disability Services System. 
DISCUSSION OF STATE PLAN OBJECTIVES:  Ms. Rusinyak reviewed the changes to the structure of the board packet and illustrated how the state plan matrix provides the five year objectives planned and related outcomes and activities. She asked if the committee liked this format; Ron Lanier said it was easier to understand our progress to date. 
REVIEW OF COMMUNICATIONS ACTIVITIES: 
Barb Dodd provided an update noting that March is Developmental Disabilities Awareness month. She has been working with DD Councils to create a social media calendar and networking with them to form a unified message on this topic. She noted that there is a related facebook cover about DD Awareness Month and that a hash tag had been released on the VBPD facebook page. She reported that that one post reached 1,300 individuals. She also reported that a campaign entitled, “Spread the Word to End the Word,” has been launched and reached over 500 individuals in one day, March 5. She requested that the committee share the VBPD Blog with their friends. With this new platform, the Board plans to release news and information more frequently in the future. She also referred to two videos for YLF recruitment which are posted to the website.  Barb also worked with PIP and YLF staff on recruitment flyers and messaging. She is working with the Governor’s office on a proclamation and a PSA related to Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month. Barb is also editing the chapters of 2014 Assessment of the Disability Services System, and writing the PPR Highlights. 
REVIEW OF THE STATE PLAN 
The committee examined each objective and activities undertaken during the quarter for the A and O Committee. There was discussion of expanding liaison work related to objective 1-03 in respect to educating individuals with developmental and other disabilities to obtain information and/or resources that educate them on protective measures against abuse and exploitation. This may include both curriculum development for seniors and children and their families.
An update on the Leadership for Empowerment and Abuse Prevention (LEAP) grant was provided, including the recent formation of a Curriculum Review Committee (CRC) of the LEAP grant.  Liaison activities were discussed including Board staff working with the State Independent Living Council as well as research related to sexual assault and domestic violence against children and older adults.
There was lengthy discussion of how to meet the intent of Objective 3-4 including review of the “Let’s Get To Work Model” and the “Sparks Grants” which provide small seed funds for self advocates. Both models are from Wisconsin.  The committee discussed how to energize PIP and YLF Alumni, perhaps through development of a mentoring initiative, with PIP alumni mentoring YLF alumni, or making funds available for a summit to bring alumni of both programs together. The committee also discussed holding a legislative advocacy day to support PIP and YLF alumni making their voice heard in the General Assembly.   Ms. Rusinyak reviewed existing Board investments in self advocacy including the PIP, YLF, and the Peer to Peer Mentoring programs which is very exciting to this committee. Ms. Rusinyak also said they could support a coalition or consortium or support a self advocacy network. The committee decided to continue the discussion at the next committee meeting in June. The committee requested that Katherine Lawson  discuss with YLF and PIP the ideas they may have as well as obtain further details about how Wisconsin manages the “Sparks Grants.” 

BOARD PROGRAMS UPDATES:
Ms. Rachel Loria provided a handout of progress this quarter in the Partners in Policy Making Program. She reviewed featured speakers, and indicated that February was a “take home” learning seminar due to budget reductions in the PIP program. She also detailed plans for the April session as well as the May 16th and 17th session, including invitations that will be sent to the Board and Alumni to promote attendance at the PIP graduation in May. She also referenced recent contract negotiations to find a new location for next year’s program as the present hotel will be under construction beginning in the fall of 2014. PIP recruitment for the 2015 class is underway through the end of March.

Ms. Kara White provided an update on the 2013 Youth Leadership Forum. She indicated enthusiasm with the two new videos and believes this will assist with recruitment as they are pushed out in social media. YLF recruitment will end in March, and to date Ms. White reported that she has received two applications. Ms. White referenced new recruitment protocols including reaching out through teacher websites to encourage promoting the program.

OTHER BUSINESS & ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Ms. Rusinyak reminded committee members that the 2014 Assessment of Disability Services an Ad Hoc Committee had met in February to review the draft chapters and recommendations. The ad hoc committee’s recommendations for system change were distributed to the committee for review. The recommendations are continuing to be edited. Ms. Rusinyak stated that what she sees as important for this committee is that throughout the 2014 Assessment of Disability Services in Virginia, it is apparent that many agencies lack data regarding what services are delivered. Further there is a lack of specific information about individuals with Developmental Disabilities, and agencies do not track services with respect to outcomes for individuals who access services. Such findings make it difficult to determine the success of several programs. Also, Ms Rusinyak noted that individuals with DD and their family members do not have sufficient information from most agencies about their programs, so families and individuals have a difficult time navigating the complex array of services.
ADJOURNMENT:  The committee adjourned at 11: 30 am.
