


Virginia Board for People with Disabilities

Advocacy and Outreach Committee Meeting Minutes 
Date: March 14, 2013 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:	Everlene Brewer, Sharon Drescher, John Kelly, Board Chairman, Thomas Leach, Carol Lewin, Korinda Rusinyak, (Chair) C. J. Tate,  and Rose Williams. 
VBPD STAFF PRESENT:	Barb Dodd, Katherine Lawson, Heidi Lawyer (Executive Director), and Kara White
GUESTS	Ann Benner, Executive Director of VAULT
CALL TO ORDER:  The Advocacy and Outreach Committee was called to order by Korinda Rusinyak at 9:35 am. Ms. Rusinyak then asked the members to introduce themselves and she requested that each member share something important to them since we are in a new year since the December 5, 2012 Board meeting. 
APPROVAL OF COMMITTEE MINUTES:  Ms. Rusinyak asked for the committee to review the minutes of the committee’s December 5, 2012 meeting and requested any corrections. A MOTION for approval was made by Thomas Leach and was SECONDED by Carol Lewin. The minutes were APPROVED as submitted unanimously.
REVIEW OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING: Ms. Rusinyak provided a review of the Executive Committee’s work of the morning. She indicated that there was an overview of Board member attendance, Board member appointments, and vacancies. She reviewed several items included in the Director’s Update, and led a discussion of the DOJ activities and Secretary level activity with an emphasis upon board work in the area of housing and parking spaces for people with disabilities. She also made reference to the update regarding the Agency Fiscal Report as well as the Board’s Grant Review Team request for full competitive proposals. She also reflected upon social media improvements to date. 

Ms. Rusinyak referenced a Bill that will go before the Governor for his signature which removes language requiring a person to disclose their disability when registering to vote. Further she mentioned the 5.8 percent across the Board cut to Board funds and the approximate $70,000.00 cut in the current Federal Fiscal Year that would impact the amount of Board funds for grants. 

DISCUSSION OF STATE PLAN OBJECTIVES:  Ms. Rusinyak introduced Ann Benner, Executive Director of VAULT. Ms Benner provided a review of the organization’s activities and outcomes to date, and reviewed a hand out including strategies for the next five years as well as plans of significance for year the second year contract renewal. Heidi Lawyer asked for clarification regarding the development of another self advocacy organization forming in Virginia through the Arc of Virginia. Ann Benner expressed the desire that they would work together. Katherine Lawson requested clarification regarding the part time position of the Executive Director and the handout which referenced additional benefits including health insurance, sick time, annual leave, holidays as well as benefits for the assistant part time position. These items were not included in the Budget submission to the Board. Following Ms. Benner’s departure the Committee agreed to recommend the 2nd year funding for VAULT, in the amount of $94,780.00 with specific assurances. Foremost, the Committee expressed concern regarding membership efforts and their desire to see efforts to develop alternative revenue opportunities to reduce reliance upon Board funds. The Committee also requested monthly updates as VAULT already submits monthly reports. There was a MOTION by C.J. Tate, SECONDED by Thomas Leach which was unanimously approved to fund year two contract renewal for VAULT. Heidi Lawyer stated that Board staff will meet with VAULT representatives to ensure they understand fiscal and reporting requirements and assurances desired by the Committee. 
Ms. Lawson provided an update on the State board of elections contract activities including that SBE approached staff with an idea regarding reducing voter fraud in residential living in Virginia. Also there had been internal discussion regarding additional regulations during the current economic downturn, therefore no further activity in this area is recommended. 
SPONSORED PROGRAMS UPDATES:
Ms. Kara White provided an update of the Partners in Policy Making program (PIP) and the 2013 class and YLF. She included the following: 
Youth Leadership Forum 2013
1. Has been scheduled for July 29-Aug 2 at VCU;
1. Staff have not received any applications (for new Delegates) yet, but are getting inquiries;
1. Deadline to receive applications is 5 pm, March 29;
1. Recruitment of YLF staff has been initiated;
1. Michael Beers and LeDerick Horne are confirmed speakers for YLF;
1. Staff continue to participate on teleconference calls with YLFs across the country.

Partners:
1. Due to health reasons, the class size is now 28;
1. Have been educated on the DD network, SpEd Law, importance of choice and community involvement, and inclusive education;
1. Are prepared to give testimony April 13;
1. Are progressing with projects, one has gotten an accessible crosswalk button installed at a traffic light near their job;
1. Staff are using video filming and Skype to accommodate the learning styles of participants;
1. Have received three applications for PIP 2013-2014 and getting calls of interest, Application deadline is April 29;
1. Graduation is May 18.

REVIEW OF COMMUNICATIONS ACTIVITIES: 
Ms. Barb Dodd outlined recent developments with respect to the agency’s website and Facebook page and associated Google analytics which allows the agency to evaluate what part of the website and social media are receiving the most engagement by visitors. Because of March being DD Awareness Month, multiple articles about people with developmental and other disabilities have been posted including posts related to the DOJ settlement, person first language, improvements in housing and employment options in Virginia.  Barb Dodd reviewed progress with respect to the contract with the Virginia Film Office and the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services resulting in several vignettes (2 minutes or less) which will lead to a longer piece of individuals moving from institutions to live successfully in the community. Barb Dodd provided additional copies of the Marketing Plan and requested the A and O Committee to provide feedback to her on this plan. She stated that the Board is posting regularly on Face book now with a great deal of success during DD Awareness month, and that she looks forward to Board members providing information they may consider news worthy.

REVIEW OF THE STATE PLAN 
Ms. Rusinyak reviewed with the committee each objective and related activity in the state plan. Progress on each item was discussed. Staff to the Board will update the state plan matrix as the committee has recommended. Ms. Rusinyak also indicated there were several requests for proposals from the review of the Letters of Interest due to the agency by 4:00 p.m., March 21. 
There being no further action, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 11:30 a.m.
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