
Virginia Board for People with Disabilities

Advocacy and Outreach Committee Meeting Minutes 
Date: June 4, 2014

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:	Ron Lanier, Marisa Laios, Korinda Rusinyak, Advocacy and Outreach Committee Chair, Carl Tate, Rose Williams and John Kelly, Board Chairman. 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: 	Carol Lewin, and Angela West 
VBPD STAFF PRESENT:	Barb Dodd, Katherine Lawson, Kara White, and Heidi Lawyer, Ex. Director. 
CALL TO ORDER:  The Advocacy and Outreach Committee was called to order by Korinda Rusinyak at 9:22 am. The committee reviewed the Agenda. 
APPROVAL OF COMMITTEE MINUTES:  The committee reviewed the March 5 2014 minutes.  As there were no corrections needed, a motion for approval was made by Marisa Laios seconded by Carl Tate. The MOTION was unanimously APPROVED.
REVIEW OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING: Ms. Rusinyak reviewed the Executive Committee’s work of the morning. She reflected upon the content of the meeting including board member attendance, the Ex. Director’s update and the delay of the Board’s budget until September. Ms. Rusinyak also referred to the work of staff on the 2014 Assessment of the Disability Services System. 
DISCUSSION OF STATE PLAN OBJECTIVES:  Barb Dodd referred to her work during the last quarter which is related to Objective 1-01 of the State Plan. She described increases in the number of Facebook likes, the increase in the number of comments, and indicated the blog posts are receiving more attention. She attributed the increases to posting more pictures. She also said that the PIP graduation pictures have been well received by our viewers. Barb also reported that she had been proofreading the chapters of 2014 Assessment of the Disability Services System, and writing the PPR Highlights. 
Korinda Rusinyak presented the request from the Arc of Virginia for conference sponsorship for their 2014 convention. The committee reviewed the request for sponsorship and a motion for approval was made by Ron Lanier seconded by Marisa Laios to recommend funding in the amount of $4,000.00. The MOTION was unanimously APPROVED.
Katherine Lawson provided an update on the LEAP Grant. She also provided an update on programs and services to older and younger Virginians with disabilities related to prevention of sexual assault and domestic violence. 
There was lengthy discussion of how to meet the intent of Objective 3-3 and Objective 3-4. Ms Lawson reminded the Committee of the dLCV concept paper submitted and discussed in December. The committee clearly wanted to ensure investments in board training programs be realized. There was discussion of improving survey research of alumni of board training programs as well as promoting alumni connecting to other organizations. The committee wants to determine if training programs increase the activities of alumni on a local, regional and state level on public policy issues. The committee is also interested in promoting members of the Virginia Board to connect to alumni to provide support as mentors. Both objectives and several activities were re-written and will be reviewed at the September committee meeting. 

BOARD PROGRAMS UPDATES:
Ms. Kara White provided an update on a report prepared by Rachel Loria on the recent graduating class of Partners in Policymaking 2014. Graduation was held on May 17 with about 120 individuals in attendance. The 25 partners who graduated that date provided a summary of their final projects. Kara White then provided an update on the Youth Leadership Program. She followed with a presentation of plans for the 2014 Youth Leadership Forum. She said that 23 applicants had been accepted into the program. She emphasized:
· Capitol Day-July 30
· Networking Luncheon-July 31
· Graduation-August 1
There was general discussion of the Findings and Recommendations of the Assessment of the Disability Services System. There were no changes recommended.
The meeting adjourned at 11: 30 am.


