


Virginia Board for People with Disabilities

Advocacy and Outreach Committee Meeting Minutes 
Date: June 5, 2013 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:	Everlene Brewer, John Kelly, Board Chairman, Thomas Leach, Carol Lewin, C. J. Tate,  and Rose Williams. 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: 	Sharon Drescher, Korinda Rusinyak 
VBPD STAFF PRESENT:	Barb Dodd, Katherine Lawson, Rachel Loria, and Kara White
CALL TO ORDER:  The Advocacy and Outreach Committee was called to order by Rose Williams at 9:45 am. 
APPROVAL OF COMMITTEE MINUTES:  Ms. Williams asked for the committee to review the minutes of the committee’s March 14, 2013 meeting. As there were no corrections needed, a MOTION for approval was made by Everlene Brewer and was SECONDED by Carl Tate. The minutes were APPROVED as submitted unanimously.
REVIEW OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING: Ms. Katherine Lawson and Chairman John Kelly reviewed the Executive Committee’s work of the morning. Ms. Lawson discussed the budget and how several categories in the budget were to be reduced due to Federal budget cuts. She also explained there were required increases in certain categories and the need to be more conservative in order to sustain the Board’s priority of maintaining sufficient funds for grant initiatives. Ms. Lawson also updated the committee on the Assessment in the area of public comment.  John Kelly discussed the cost of Board administration and how the Board Chairman would appoint an Ad Hoc committee to examine how to reduce costs of Board Administration.

DISCUSSION OF STATE PLAN OBJECTIVES:  Ms. Williams reviewed the request from the Arc of Virginia for $5000.00 to support the state convention taking place in Richmond, Virginia in August. The Arc has agreed to provide an opportunity for Board staff to conduct a forum with participants at the conference to gather public comment about the accessibility and availability of services for people with disabilities in Virginia. Also, Board staff will have an opportunity to have an exhibitor table during the conference. There was a MOTION by Carol Lewin SECONDED by Everlene Brewer to provide $ 4,000.00 to support the state convention of the Arc. The MOTION was APPROVED unanimously.
Ms. Lawson provided an update regarding the VAULT contract. Valerie Luther has been appointed as interim Executive Director following the resignation of the Executive Director (ED) Ann Benner. During this transition, interviews are ongoing to select a new ED. Both the VCU Partnership for People with Disabilities and VOPA are lending support to this newly formed nonprofit advocacy organization. Ms. Lawson requested the committee visit the VAULT website to see recent developments which are important, and reflect good work is being done in public policy development and advocacy. 
GRANT REVIEW TEAM UPDATE: Carol Lewin provided an overview of proposed Grants to begin October 2013. The proposal of particular interest to this committee is “Leadership for Empowerment and Abuse Prevention” (LEAP) submitted by the VCU Partnership for People with Disabilities. It is proposed to begin 10/1/2013 and end 9/30/2015. The grant funds requested were 187, 500, and the grant review team has recommended it be funded in the amount of $ 178, 125. The project goal is: “To teach people with developmental and other disabilities about healthy relationships and how to better protect themselves from assault, abuse, neglect and violence.”
 
BOARD PROGRAMS UPDATES:
Rachel Loria described the evaluation of Partners in Policymaking about their experience in the program as overwhelmingly positive. Participants were honored to be a part of the process, enjoyed interacting with other Partners, and appreciated and used the information they received. Rachel described her outreach activities which had resulted in 59 applications in all. She provided a Google map that showed where people were from. The majority are from DC area or Tidewater. The Selection Committee meets June 26th to decide who will participate. The committee consists of five graduates from 2010-2013.

Ms. Kara White provided an update on the Youth Leadership Forum. She stated the session will be July 29-Aug 2 at VCU; 23 applicants were reviewed and selected to attend; and that this year’s YLF will focus on Employment and Career Development. She also reviewed several speakers planning to attend included Justin Graves, a self advocate with passion for Actively Caring 4 People, Mike Beers, a self advocate and Comedian, and that during a networking luncheon, the featured speaker will be LeDerick Horne, a self advocate and poet. Kara reminded the committee of two important dates. First Wednesday, July 31 Capitol Day, 9:30-12:45, located at the Capitol in House Room 3 (lunch following Delegate’s testimony), and Thursday, August 1 which is the Networking and Mentor Luncheon, 11:30-2, located at the VCU Student Commons Richmond Salon. 
REVIEW OF COMMUNICATIONS ACTIVITIES: 
Ms. Barb Dodd outlined recent developments with respect to the agency’s website and Facebook page and associated metrics to evaluate what parts of the website and social media are receiving the most traffic and engagement.  Ms. Dodd reviewed progress with respect to the contract with the Virginia Film Office and the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services resulting in several 2 minute vignettes; the Executive Director, the film company and Ms. Dodd are meeting to review the longer project, which focuses on individuals transitioning from state training centers to the community. 

REVIEW OF THE STATE PLAN 
Katherine Lawson called the committee’s attention to the extended time lines in the state plan. Upon further review, the committee agreed to delete the project referenced under QA 3-3 as throughout discussion over the last year, they have agreed the project is not feasible.
There being no further action, the Acting Chair adjourned the meeting at 11:30 a.m.



