Virginia Board for People with Disabilities

Advocacy and Outreach (A&O) Committee Meeting Minutes 
Date: December 3, 2014

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:	Nancy Briggs, Carina Elgin,  Marisa Laios, Ron Lanier Angela Yong West, A&O Committee Chair, Korinda Rusinyak, Board Chairman, Ed Turner, Travis Webb, and Rose Williams. 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: 	Nancy Briggs, Carina Elgin, Matthew Shapiro 
VBPD STAFF PRESENT:	Barb Dodd, Katherine Lawson, and Kara White. 
CALL TO ORDER:  The Advocacy and Outreach Committee was called to order by Angela Yong West at 9:35 am. Following introductions, the committee reviewed the Agenda. 
APPROVAL OF COMMITTEE MINUTES:  The committee reviewed the September 10, 2014 minutes. As there were no corrections needed, a motion for approval was made by Marisa Laios and seconded by Rose Williams. The MOTION was unanimously APPROVED.
REVIEW OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING: Ms. West reviewed the Executive Committee’s work of the morning. She reflected upon the content of the meeting including board member attendance, the Exec. Director’s update, and the Board’s budget. 
DISCUSSION OF STATE PLAN OBJECTIVES: Katherine Lawson provided an update on the recent activity with the Department of Elections. Brochures were distributed to Board members for their information regarding the local registrar’s efforts to issue identification cards to individuals for voting purposes. Ms. Lawson also provided an update on the Leadership Empowerment Abuse Prevention Grant, and distributed an evaluation Plan for the project.
Barb Dodd referred to her work during the last quarter which is related to Objective 1-01 of the State Plan. She provided a review of Visitor Statistics of the home page and the Facebook site. She described how people are finding the Board’s website, and the type of hardware they use, pointing out an increase in the use of mobile devices. 
Most visitors viewed the home page. Between August 6 and September 30, there were 2657 sessions (times users viewed content on www.VABoard.org) and 2,062 users. 


The average session duration was 1 minute and 51 seconds and 71% were new visitors. Ms. Dodd further explained that on the Board Home Page, 54% of new sessions occur because of e-news that Chrome is the most popular browser (918) visits, and the use of mobile devices continues to grow. Most users begin on the home page, (1430), second Board bios (329), followed by YLF (158) the Assessment (162) and PIP, 139 were the other starting points. Also during this period, the most popular downloads were the Disability Assessment volume 1.pdf and the Disability Assessment volume 2.pdf.
Ms. Dodd described the peaks in Face book page likes for the period occurring on August 13 in response to an announcement regarding returning Board members reaching 1249, with 135 likes comments and shares, and a post on Temple Grandin, “Frank Talk on Autism,” reaching 1,400 with 38 likes comments and shares.
The committee discussed the importance of providing information to Ms. Dodd on stories of individuals with developmental disabilities living in the community, and how to provide details of the “who, when, what, and where” for the agency to publish. Angela West said it was an important function of Board members to relay such information to Barb Dodd. Ron Lanier reflected on a story involving a PIP graduate and promised to send the information to Barb Dodd. 
The committee then reviewed a proposal from Commonwealth Autism Services for 
$ 2, 500.00 to support their March 2015 conference. The committee was pleased with the submission. A motion for approval was made by Rose Williams and seconded by Marisa Laios. The MOTION was unanimously APPROVED.
 
The meeting adjourned at 11: 15 a.m.



