
Virginia Board for People with Disabilities

Advocacy and Outreach Committee Meeting Minutes 
Date: December 4, 2013 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:	Everlene Brewer,  Marisa Laios,  Ron Lanier,  Angela West,  Sharon Drennan,  Korinda Rusinyak, Advocacy and Outreach Committee Chair,  and John Kelly, Board Chairman. 
GUESTS	Esme Grant, representing the National Association of Developmental Disabilities Councils
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: 	 Carol Lewin, C. J. Tate
VBPD STAFF PRESENT:	Barb Dodd, Katherine Lawson, Rachel Loria, Kara White and Heidi Lawyer, Ex. Director. 
CALL TO ORDER:  The Advocacy and Outreach Committee was called to order by Korinda Rusinyak at 9:32 am. The committee reviewed the Agenda. 
APPROVAL OF COMMITTEE MINUTES:  Ms. Rusinyak asked for introductions. Following this, Ms. Katherine Lawson noted the omission of Ron Lanier in the Board Members Present in the September 11, 2013 minutes and noted that this correction will be made.  As there were no further corrections needed, a MOTION for approval was made by Everlene Brewer. The minutes were APPROVED as submitted unanimously.
REVIEW OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING: Ms. Rusinyak reviewed the Executive Committee’s work of the morning. She reflected upon the content of the meeting including board member attendance review, the Director’s update, and a review of the budget. Ms. Rusinyak referred to the contract with VAULT and the review of the grants budget provided by Lynne Talley. There was a DOJ update, housing issues update, an update related to group home regulations, environmental modifications for people coming out of nursing homes, and discussion about the upcoming 2014 Assessment of the Disability Services System. Board staff are currently investing much time in assessment related activities.  
DISCUSSION OF STATE PLAN OBJECTIVES:  Ms. Rusinyak provided an overview of the grant, “Leadership for Empowerment and Abuse Prevention” (LEAP) which began 10/1/2013. The work plan has been under negotiation during this quarter and board staff met with project staff to agree on work plan priorities. The project goal is: “To teach people with developmental and other disabilities about healthy relationships and how to better protect themselves from assault, abuse, neglect and violence.” 
There was discussion of the emergency Executive Committee meeting held and the letter which was sent to VAULT in November regarding the Board’s intent to discontinue funding of the VAULT contract. VAULT may continue to operate as an entity, but due to a lack of contract compliance in multiple areas detailed in the letter, there was agreement in the committee to support termination of the contract.
Katherine Lawson distributed a letter from the disability Law Center of Virginia, a concept paper to train individuals with developmental disabilities to form an advocacy organization which was sent to the Virginia Board on Friday, November 29. This was a non-solicited concept paper. The Committee agreed not to take action on the letter. After discussion, the committee agreed that board staff would ask other DD Councils for sample RFPs they may have found successful in meeting the DD Act’s requirement to “include a goal, for each year of the grant, to— establish or strengthen a program for the direct funding of a State self-advocacy organization led by individuals with developmental disabilities.”
John Kelly proposed that the committee give time and thought to what happens going forward. There was discussion of the opportunity to draft a request for proposals and that if drafted, an RFP could be opened up to a range of community-based organizations. The representative from the National Association on Developmental Disabilities Councils indicated it was positive that Virginia was focused on establishing outcomes for self advocacy initiatives rather than just providing funds without evaluation of performance. She stated that she will share this with those she works with on Capitol Hill. Executive Director Heidi Lawyer will research other Council efforts and provide Katherine Lawson with information to bring back to the committee at the March Board meeting. Board staff will also research funds available.

BOARD PROGRAMS UPDATES:
Ms. Rachel Loria stated the program began on September 13, 2013 and has 29 participants:  10 self advocates, 19 parents, 1 parent and self advocate. Several individuals have completed workshops including Jerry Adams, Ed Turner, Kelly Hickok, Maureen Hollowell, Charlie Girsch, Jamie Liban, Bobby Silverstein, Bradford Hulcher, and Betty Thompson. The PIP members have declared project ideas. PIP alumni continue to send accomplishments, and Rachel continues to reach out to them through a variety of sources in order to hear about their activities. Due to budget cuts there was a reduction in the number of meetings by one.  Rachel is conducting outreach through conferences as well. A list of projects by the current class was distributed. Rachel encouraged Board members to promote Board programs if they are involved in outreach activities.  She indicated applications will be taken beginning in January 2014.

Ms. Kara White provided an update on the 2013 Youth Leadership Forum. Efforts are underway to market YLF year round using generic flyers. Board staff have not yet identified a location for the 2014 YLF. Recruitment will begin January 2014 until 5 pm the last business day in March. The VBPD will welcome another YLF and PIP alumni, Matthew Shapiro at his first Board meeting on December 4. Another 2012 YLF Alumni, Annie Downing, was recognized for advocacy work with the I’m Determined Project by John Eisenburg during a recent Williamsburg James City County School Board meeting.

REVIEW OF COMMUNICATIONS ACTIVITIES: 
Ms. Barb Dodd provided an online demonstration of the Board’s Facebook page, focusing on how to expand the Board’s reach using Facebook features such as “Like”,  “Comment” and “Share.” 
Ms. Dodd reflected low numbers of individuals downloading the newsletter as it is no longer produced in a printed format.  Ms. Dodd showed other DD Council websites (Georgia, Utah) to demonstrate the utility of blogs, including the ability to archive content and search through cloud tags.  After committee discussion, there was enthusiastic agreement that we move forward with a blog, which will allow information including videos, pictures, and text to be promoted more timely. Also this reduces reliance upon e-mail addresses which change often. Ms. Dodd will develop consistent language for Board and staff to utilize on LinkedIn as this platform is added to the Board’s social media so that the Board can broaden its presence. 

Korinda Rusinyak announced that the Board staff will conduct recruitment of the Ad Hoc Committee for the 2014 Assessment of the Disability Services System through e-mail due to the absence of multiple committee members at this board meeting. The committee will need two volunteer members and one alternate back up volunteer to work on this committee. 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 11:30 a.m.
