
Virginia Board for People with Disabilities

Advocacy and Outreach Committee Meeting Minutes 
Date: September 11, 2013 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:	Everlene Brewer,  Marisa Laios, Ron Lanier, Carol Lewin,  Korinda Rusinyak, Advocacy and  Outreach Committee Chair, Angela West, Rose Williams  and John Kelly, Board Chairman. 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: 	Sharon Drescher, C. J. Tate
VBPD STAFF PRESENT:	Barb Dodd, Katherine Lawson, Rachel Loria, Kara White and Heidi Lawyer, Ex. Director. 
CALL TO ORDER:  The Advocacy and Outreach Committee was called to order by Korinda Rusinyak at 9:32 am. Ms Rusinyak asked the committee to take a moment of silence at 9:37 in remembrance of September 11 tragedy at the New York Trade Center.
APPROVAL OF COMMITTEE MINUTES:  Rusinyak asked for introductions as there were two new members of the committee. Following, she requested that the committee review the minutes of the committee’s June 5, 2013 meeting. As there were no corrections needed, a MOTION for approval was made by Everlene Brewer and was SECONDED by Rose Williams. The minutes were APPROVED as submitted unanimously.
REVIEW OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING: Ms. Rusinyak reviewed the Executive Committee’s work of the morning. She reflected upon the content of the meeting including board member attendance review, Director’s update and a review of the budget. The EC recommended delaying until the next year RFP development holding funds for emergent issues as the recent funding cycle was quite large and the Board has precedent in order to ensure larger systemic transformation efforts are possible the following year. She also updated the committee on the VAULT contract that was under new leadership and the improvements completed by the new Executive Director. She also reviewed the Assessment activities in the area of public comment, which is the first step toward conducting the Assessment of the disability services system by Board staff. She also discussed that an ad hoc committee will be established to examine Board composition, the Bylaws, and whether or not the size of the Board could be reduced to save funds, and the costs of Board Administration.

DISCUSSION OF STATE PLAN OBJECTIVES:  Ms. Rusinyak introduced Lauren Snyder Roche, Ex. Director of VAULT, Virginia Advocates United Leading Together. Ms. Roche updated the Committee about her first month of working with the VAULT Board, and completion of critical outstanding work products which were completed and submitted to the Board. Ms Snyder Roche fielded questions; she is working on amending VAULT’s by-laws for greater Board accountability, and establishing policies to provide much needed structure. Board meetings of VAULT will be focused upon the work plan. The committee was grateful for Ms Snyder Roche’s presentation and commitment to this initiative. She has embraced the Audit that is providing additional protocols for managing contract funds.
Katherine Lawson provided an overview of the grant, “Leadership for Empowerment and Abuse Prevention” (LEAP) submitted by the VCU Partnership for People with Disabilities. It is proposed to begin 10/1/2013 and end 9/30/2015 funded in the amount of $178, 125. The work plan has been under negotiation during this quarter and the steering committee met and amended the number of individuals to be trained from 250 to 182. This is necessary to provide smaller groups to the specialized needs of the individuals for more individualized support. They reduced the number of workshops from 6 to 5 with a reduction in the classrooms from 7-10 rather than 10-20 except for the last round of classes with 20 per class for the last session. They will be working with individuals who have lived in institutions for many years and they will need special supports. The project goal is: “To teach people with developmental and other disabilities about healthy relationships and how to better protect themselves from assault, abuse, neglect and violence.” Following discussion, there was agreement to the shifting in numbers due to the special nature of this initiative and the need for person centered supports. 

BOARD PROGRAMS UPDATES:
Ms. Rachel Loria described the preparation for the class of 2014. The first session is Friday, September 13 and Saturday, September 14. During the first session the history of the self advocacy movement will be presented by Ed Turner and Kelly Hickok. On Saturday, Partners will hear from Jerry Adams who will talk about the history of Human Services. In session two, the Partners will hear from Maureen Hollowell about the Medicaid Waiver system and from Charlie and Maria Girsh about “out of the box” thinking styles. In addition, she provided a detailed demographic summary of the class size including information regarding residency of origin, as well as the nature of the individual participant’s related disability status.

Ms. Kara White provided an update on the 2013 Youth Leadership Forum. This year’s theme was, “If You Believe It, You Can Achieve It!” Twenty two Student Delegates and over twenty five staff of YLF Alumni and PIP as well as ASL interpreters and Personal Care Attendants provided support during this year’s session. Ron Lanier reflected on his participation in the Networking and Mentor Luncheon, and how there were many rewards in taking part in this program. Highlights of this session included an emphasis upon employment, large and small group teambuilding, and the youth listened to a presentation by Governor Robert F. McDonnell. Kara has obtained many positive comments from the individuals in the program as well as family members of youth participants, some of which has been captured on video. Barb Dodd said such footage could be used as a testimonial to encourage parents to support their children’s participation in this program. Korinda noted that she has already been contacted regarding Board Programs and would make a list of interested persons.  
REVIEW OF COMMUNICATIONS ACTIVITIES: 
Ms. Barb Dodd outlined recent developments with respect to the agency’s website and Facebook page and her plans to expand the Board’s reach via additional social media such as LinkedIn.  Ms. Dodd has worked diligently with the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services and the Virginia Film Office; the resulting film, Place Matters was shown during the Board luncheon. The film focuses on individuals transitioning from state training centers to the community. In addition, Ms. Dodd had completed the VBPD Strategic plan this quarter which is posted to https://solutions.virginia.gov/pbreports/rdPage.aspx?rdReport=vp_Agency&rdAgReset=True&Agency=606.  She also reviewed her work with several DD Councils in the country, and the development of a webinar on social media strategies for DD Councils. She further detailed her work with the Virginia Department of Emergency Management and Virginia Government Communicators.  

REVIEW OF THE STATE PLAN 
There were no changes to the state plan needed at this time. There being no further action, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 11:30 a.m.
