

Virginia Board for People with Disabilities

Community Integration Committee Meeting Minutes

Sept. 10, 2014 


COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT:	Sarah Ratner, Chairperson; Ralph Owen; Charles Meacham; Terry Smith, DMAS; Stephen Joseph; & Randy Burak
COMMITTEE MEMBERS ABSENT:	Summer Sage; Deanna Parker, DBHDS (for Connie Cochran); Colleen Miller, disability Law Center; & Michael Carrasco
VBPD STAFF PRESENT:	Linda Redmond (staff liaison)
GUESTS:	None 

CALL TO ORDER:  Sarah Ratner, Chairperson, convened the meeting at 9:35 am.  Introductions were made.  Ms. Ratner asked members to review the agenda for possible revisions; and none were made.  
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES:  The minutes for the June 4, 2014 Community Integration Committee meeting were reviewed. Mr. Charles Meacham made a MOTION to approve the minutes as written, and it was seconded by Mr.  Randy Burak. The MOTION was unanimously APPROVED.  
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING UPDATE:  Ms. Ratner provided highlights of key discussion and issues addressed in the Executive Committee held earlier today. She answered questions from the Committee.    
DISCUSSION OF ACHIEVEMENT OF STATE PLAN OBJECTIVES – Liaison Activities and Grant Projects.  Dr.  Linda Redmond described significant liaison activities during the past quarter.  She provided an update on progress and outcomes of the three grant projects for which the Committee has oversight responsibility: DBHDS, Peer-to-Peer Mentoring; the Virginia Association of Centers for Independent Living (VACIL), Empowerment to Prevent Institutionalization; and the Virginia Oral Health Coalition (VOHC), Oral Health for Adults with DD.  Dr. Redmond called attention to upcoming training in Chesapeake for dental professionals scheduled by the VOHC.  A question and answer period followed.  
REVIEW of Year 2 Renewal Application by VACIL:  The committee discussed progress made by the grantee.  Mr. Randy Burak made a MOTION that the Committee recommend renewal by the full Board.  Mr. Meacham seconded the motion, which was unanimously approved.  
REVIEW of STATE PLAN IMPLEMENTATION ACTIVITIES FOR FFY 2015-16:  The Committee reviewed the revisions made to State Plan objectives and implementation activities at the June meeting.  Priorities for project investments were discussed. The Committee decided to keep the changes as proposed previously.  To facilitate prioritization of projects for FFY 2015 Request for Proposals, Mr. Meacham suggested that draft proposals be written for Committee review regarding “aging in place” (Objective 2-13) and improving access to Early Intervention services for infants served in NICUs (Objective 2-18).  The Committee concurred.    
	Ms. Ratner called attention to the request for funding ($4,000) by the Partnership for People with Disabilities at VCU in support of the Building Bridges Conference to be held later this fall. Conducted in collaboration with the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services (DBHDS), the conference aims to improve cultural competencies in all disability services.  After review and discussion of the request, consensus was: it was important to ensure value for Board expenditures; and toward that end, efforts should be made to identify the impact of all conferences which the Board funded; Mr. Meacham made a MOTION that the CI Committee recommend that the Board approve funding of $2,000 for the conference, with a request that PPD/VCU conduct a survey to determine whether providers used the training to change/improve services. Mr. Ralph Owens seconded the motion, which was approved.  
OTHER BUSINESS & ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Ms. Ratner asked for any announcements. Dr. Redmond announced that the Governor had just released the A Health Virginia, which was online at the Governor’s website. This is an interagency action plan to improve access to health and dental care statewide for children and adults in low income families, individuals with a serious mental illness, and military veterans. 
	Ms. Ratner then inquired about interest in specific policy topics for the December meeting.  Members expressed an interest in learning more about the development of the new Waiver by DBHDS.  Ms. Ratner asked Dr. Redmond to explore availability of a speaker from DBHDS at the next meeting.        
 ADJOURNMENT:  The Committee adjourned at 11:21 am.
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