Virginia Board for People with Disabilities

Community Integration Committee Meeting Minutes

Sept. 11, 2013 


COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT:	Sarah Ratner, Chairperson; Terry Smith, DMAS; Summer Sage; Gail Rheinheimer (for Lee Price, DBHDS); Ralph Owen; Maggie Disney; April Niamtu; Charles Meacham, & Brian Clukey

COMMITTEE MEMBERS ABSENT:	 Colleen Miller, VOPA

VBPD STAFF PRESENT:	Linda Redmond (staff liaison)

GUESTS:	Matthew Bogenschutz, PhD., VCU School of Social Work and VA-LEND; and 
	Katherine Libby, Program Manager, Virginia Oral Health Initiative


CALL TO ORDER:  Sarah Ratner, Chairperson, called the meeting to order at 9: 35 am.  Introductions were made; Ms. Ratner welcomed new Board member, Summer Sage, and guest, Dr. Matthew Bogenshutz.  She then asked members to review the agenda for possible revisions; and none were made.  Ms.  Ratner called a moment of silence at 9:37 am to honor the victims of the 9/11 attack.
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES:  The minutes for the June 5, 2013 Community Integration Committee meeting were reviewed. There were no corrections.  Charles Meacham made a MOTION to approve the minutes as written, and Mrs. Maggie Disney seconded.  The MOTION was unanimously APPROVED.  
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING UPDATE:  Ms. Ratner provided the Committee with highlights of the discussion and issues addressed in the Executive Committee held that morning.    
DISCUSSION OF ACHIEVEMENT OF STATE PLAN OBJECTIVES – Liaison Activities and Grant Projects.  Dr. Redmond provided an update on progress and outcomes of two grant projects: the RGI Direct Support Professional (DSP) Training Program, which completed its first year of operation; and the Peer-Peer Mentor Project, which began in July.  She highlighted key liaison activities during the past quarter.    
	Ms. Ratner noted that RGI, per guidelines, submitted its Year 2 renewal request, and the committee needed to make a recommendation on whether or not to continue funding. Consensus was that the project was proceeding well.  Maggie Disney made a MOTION to recommend renewal of the grant; Charles Meacham seconded the Motion.  The Motion was approved. 
REVIEW & DISCUSSION of STATE PLAN OBJECTIVES:   The committee reviewed the revised objectives, activities and timelines under Community Supports and Health Areas of Emphasis for the FFY 2014 State Plan Update.  Maggie Disney made, and Charles Meacham seconded the following Motion for the full Board:  The CI Committee approves minor revisions to the 2014 State Plan Update, deletion of an activity under Objective 2-05, and addition of Objective 2-18.  
The motion was approved.
PRESENTATION on Dental Initiatives in Virginia:  Sarah Bedard Holland, Executive Director of the Virginia Oral Health Initiative (VOHI) first identified research on the oral health issues for individuals with ID/DD. She then discussed various VOHI activities to educate providers and families, and individuals with disabilities on dental hygiene and available services and to expand provider capacity.  Ms. Beth Vann, Executive Director of the Virginia Dental Association Foundation (VDAF) then discussed their charitable direct service programs: Donated Dental Services (DDS), Mission of Mercy (MOM), and Give Kids a Smile!  Both expressed appreciation for selection of their proposal as a project beginning October 1st.   A question and answer period followed.  On behalf of the committee, Ms. Ratner thanked the presenters for the information.  
OTHER BUSINESS & ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Dr. Matthew Bogenshutz briefly discussed his background and research regarding Consumer-Directed Services, noting some successful initiatives for retention of direct care workers in other states.
	Ms. Ratner asked if there were any announcements.  The upcoming DBHDS Stakeholder meetings for public comment on ID/DD community services under the ID/DD Waivers.  The meetings are being conducted by Human Services Resources Inc. (HSRI) under contract with DBHDS.  The information gained will be used as part of development for a comprehensive ID/DD waiver.  Consensus was that the Board should promote these through Facebook. 
	Ms. Ratner then asked the Committee for input on future speakers or topics for the Committee meeting.  One topic of interest was followup on the recent problems related to the respite authorization process.  Another related interest is having Peter Quinn, Director of PPL, discuss the reimbursement processes.   
ADJOURNMENT:  The Committee adjourned at 10:49 am.
