Virginia Board for People with Disabilities

Community Living and Transportation Committee Meeting Minutes

Date:  June 5, 2013

COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT:  	Angela Sadsad, Ron Lanier, Ron King, Stephen Joseph, Linda Broady-Myers, Kathleen Vaughan
	Nancy Briggs, Jessica Philips, Kim Vanderland

COMMITTEE MEMBERS ABSENT:  	

			
VBPD STAFF PRESENT: 	Teri Barker-Morgan

CALL TO ORDER:	9:35 a.m.
                                               
REVIEW OF AGENDA:  The meeting was called to order at 9:35.  Committee Chair, Angela Sadsad, welcomed committee members and new Board member Kim Vanderland.  Ms. Sadsad proceeded to review the agenda and asked if there were any questions.  

REVIEW OF COMMITTEE MINUTES:  Ms. Sadsad asked for any corrections to the March 14, 2013 minutes.  There were none.  Ron Lanier made a MOTION that the minutes be approved as written and Nancy Briggs seconded. The MOTION was carried unanimously.   

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE UPDATE:  Angela Sadsad and committee staff, Teri Morgan, provided a brief update of the June 5, 2013 Executive Committee meeting.  It was reported that the Executive Committee instructed committee’s to review the draft update to State Plan objectives and implementation activities.  If there are no changes, the draft plan will go the full Board for approval as written. She further stated that the Executive Committee recommended that a committee be convened to review the Board structure and membership to see if there may be recommendations to improve cost efficiencies through a potential reduction in the number of Board members.

DISCUSSION OF ACHIEVEMENTS OF STATE PLAN OBJECTIVES:
The committee reviewed and discussed current State Plan Objectives and discussed grant activities relevant to its objectives.  Committee staff reported on activities found on attachment CLT 3.  
The committee received an update on the activities of EasyLiving Home including the status of the partnership with the Earthcraft Home program and the EasyLiving Home Board’s discussion of possible expansion into other areas relevant to Universal Design.  
The committee was informed of the work of the HJR 648 Workgroup and the approval to include basic but optional Universal Design standards for accessibility in the Uniform Statewide Building Code.  The included standards were inclusive of EasyLiving Home certification requirements.  Linda Brody-Myers expressed concern that the standards do not include Universal Design features that positively impact the accessibility of a home for individuals who have vision or hearing disabilities.  The committee engaged in a discussion about Universal Design and a concern that the word “standards” might lead some builders/inspectors to think that what is included is all that can be done to increase independence and access.  It was suggested that the word “minimum” be used to make clear that the standards are minimum standards.   
The committee reviewed a request from Virginia Accessible Housing Solutions, Inc. for 2014 funding in the amount of $10,000 for the continued support of the EasyLiving Home program.  After discussion, Nancy Briggs made a MOTION to approve the request and send it to the full Board and Linda Brody-Myers seconded.  The MOTION was carried with one recusal from Kathleen Vaughan. 

GRANT REVIEW TEAM UPDATE:
Grant review team members Ron King and Nancy Brigg reported on grant review process and proposal being recommended by the grant review team that falls in the CLT area.  

REVIEW OF 2012-2016 STATE PLAN OBJECTIVES & IMPLEMENTATION ACTIVITIES FOR 2014 STATE PLAN UPDATE:    
The committee reviewed the draft update to State Plan objectives and implementation activities for the 2014 State Plan Update.  The committee approved the update as written. 

PROJECT ACTION WEBINAR: BEST PRACTICE IN PREMIUM PARA-TRANSIT SERVICES:
The committee held a brief discussion about the difference between complimentary ADA para-transit services and the transportation services offered by Medicaid through its contract with Logisticare – Virginia’s Medicaid transportation broker.  Angela Sadsad informed committee members that she was appointed to a Logisticare advisory committee and would be providing feedback and recommendations to Logisticare.  She asked committee members if they have feedback and/or concerns regarding Medicaid transportation and Logisticare.  Nancy Briggs shared her experience with late pick-ups and Stephen Joseph shared his concern with vehicle maintenance and safety.

The committee spent approximately 23 minutes listening to the webinar.  Following the webinar the committee discussed some of the challenges of providing premium para-transit services.  Linda Brody-Myers shared that the Greater Richmond Transit Company (GRTC) is not a transportation authority therefore does not receive designated funding. Limited resources significantly impact the ability to effectively provide premium para-transit services; especially without negatively impacting wait times/on-time pick-up.  
    
ADJOURNED: The meeting adjourned at 11:45.
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