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Virginia Board for People with Disabilities

Community Living and Transportation Committee Meeting Minutes

Date:  September 10, 2014

COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT:  	Angela Sadsad, Linda Broady-Myers, 
	Brian Clukey, Dennis Findley, Ron King
	Dennis Manning, Atima Omara-Alwala, 
Jessica Philips, Kathleen Vaughan

COMMITTEE MEMBERS ABSENT:  	Kim Vanderland
			
VBPD STAFF PRESENT: 	Heidi Lawyer

CALL TO ORDER:	9:35 a.m.

REVIEW OF AGENDA:  The meeting was called to order at 9:35.  Committee Chair, Angela Sadsad, opened the Committee meeting proceeded to review the agenda and asked if there were any questions.  

REVIEW OF COMMITTEE MINUTES:  Ms. Sadsad asked for any corrections to the June 4, 2014 meeting minutes.  There were none.  Dennis Manning made a MOTION that the minutes be approved as written and Linda Broady-Myers seconded. The MOTION was carried unanimously.   

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE UPDATE:  Angela Sadsad and Board Director, Heidi Lawyer, provided a brief update of the September 9 Executive Committee meeting.  The updated include a brief review of the SFY 2015 budget that would be recommended to the Board, an update on the status of the Partners in Policymaking Program, a review of FFY 2016 potential investment activities and the need to be very strategic due to limited resources, and an overview of policy issues discussed by the Executive Committee.
 
DISCUSSION OF ACHIEVEMENTS OF STATE PLAN OBJECTIVES:  The committee reviewed and discussed current State Plan Objectives and discussed grant activities relevant to its objectives.  Committee staff reported on activities found on attachment CLT 3.  Committee members were provided updated status on the ABLE grant, the Affordable Transportation Options in Rural or Underserved areas grant, and the EasyLiving Home (ELH) contract.  The ELH contract for 2014/2015 was finalized.  Ms. Sadsad and Ms. Lawyer provided an overview on the background and current status of ELH for the benefit of new committee members.  It was reported that the Affordable Transportation grant will end September 30 with a final report due October 30. Ms. Lawyer will arrange for the grantee to present at the December meeting.

GUEST SPEAKER, RONNELL HOWARD, ASSISTANT MANAGER, SAFETY AND TRAINING, GREATER RICHMOND TRANSIT COMPANY (GRTC) AND WAYNE JENKINS, OPERATOR, GRTC
Mr. Howard spoke to the CLT Committee about the GRTC program that trains operators (drivers) on how to work with individuals with disabilities, to include disability etiquette. It is a classroom and hand on training program, including work with a simulator.  The program used by GRTC is nationally recognized and certified as best practice. Other transit companies are able to participate in this training (in and out of state). About 10 have done so.  Mr. Jenkins spoke about his experiences as an operator for 13 years and his work with individuals with disabilities. The CLT Committee was very impressed with the program and the presentation.  Driver training and etiquette is a state plan goal and following the presentation, the Committee discussed ways in which other transit companies could be incentivized to participate in the available training.  The Committee was informed that GRTC cannot accept funds. The Committee decided it needed to explore this further for a potential RFP in December 2015.  Ms. Linda Broady Myers and Ms. Lawyer will work to coordinate a meeting with the Manager of Safety and Training to also include, if feasible, Ms. Sadsad, Committee Chair and Ms. Korinda Rusinyak, Board Chair.


REVIEW OF 2012-2016 STATE PLAN OBJECTIVES AND IMPLEMENTATION ACTIVITIES:
Committee members reviewed Objectives and Implementation Activities in the CLT area or emphasis. No wording changes of objectives were recommended. Ms. Lawyer noted that no work had been done yet on Objective 2-14, By 2016, facilitate a more secure and independent future for individuals with developmental and other disabilities by educating at least 500 individuals and policymakers on best practices and mechanisms for financial stability development.  She provided a brief overview of the federal ABLE Act that has bi-partisan support and noted that she would talk with Donna Gilles, Executive Director of the Partnership for People with Disabilities to see if their organization was doing any work in this area and would reach out to other DD Councils to see what activities they may have undertaken.

PLANNING FOR NEXT MEETING: The Committee suggested that they further discuss a possible speaker related to Objective 2-14.  

ADJOURNED: The meeting adjourned at 11:30.
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