Virginia Board for People with Disabilities

Executive Committee Meeting

March 5, 2014


Board Members Present:	John Kelly, Chair
				Linda Broady-Myers, Vice Chair 
Maggie Disney, Secretary
Stephen Joseph
Dennis Manning
				Korinda Rusinyak
Angela Sadsad
Carl Tate
				Ed Turner

				
Board Members Absent:	Nancy Briggs
				Sarah Ratner

VBPD Staff Present:		Heidi Lawyer
				Nan Pemberton
Teri Barker-Morgan
				Barb Dodd
Michal Ketner
				Katherine Lawson
				Linda Redmond
Lynne Talley


CALL TO ORDER: Mr. John Kelly, the Chair, called the meeting to order at 7:50 a.m.

OPENING REMARKS:	The Chair greeted and welcomed the members and staff. 

REVIEW OF THE AGENDA:  The Chair called for a review of the agenda.  There were was one change. Michal Ketner will report on upcoming vacancies and appointments.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF DECEMBER 4, 2013: The Chair called for a MOTION to approve the December 4, 2013 Executive Committee Meeting minutes.  Stephen Joseph made a MOTION to approve. Maggie Disney seconded the MOTION. The MOTION was approved unanimously.

BOARD MEMBER ATTENDANCE: Maggie Disney, Secretary of the Executive Committee reported on Board Member attendance through December 4, 2013. It was noted that Carl Tate’s absence at the September 2013 Board meeting was due to mitigating circumstances.  This will be amended in the Attendance Tracking Chart.

UPCOMING VACANCIES AND APPOINTMENTS: Michal Ketner reported that there will be eight Board member vacancies of July 1, 2014. Those eight positions are currently filled and all members in those positions are eligible for re-appointment.  Ms. Ketner also reported that the re-appointment process has changed.  Re-appointments will no longer occur automatically.  To be re-appointed Board members must submit an application through the Office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth.  Applications are due April 1, 2014.

DIRECTOR’S UPDATE: Heidi Lawyer, Executive Director reported that the major activities this quarter were related to the legislative session and the Assessment.  Activities included: submission of public comment to the Joint Commission on Health Care on dental services to adults; provision of legislative comments through the Executive branch process on a variety of bills; speaking in support of supported decision-making study, and seclusion and restraint study/review; contacting legislators/aides regarding concerns with a bill that would require service in the community to be at the same level, frequency, staffing and intensity as that provided in training centers although families could waive the required certification; participation in bill dialogue and mark up with Del. Peace and various agencies/advocacy organizations regarding use of the auxiliary grant in alternative settings and speaking in support of said bill; Board staff participation in a variety of policy-related meetings; completion of the fiscal year close out; updating of Staff employee work profiles for calendar year 2014; completion of State agency fiscal and other administrative reports; and completion and submission to AIDD of the Annual State Plan Update and Annual Program Performance report.  Discussion followed about the Virginia integrated Solutions Collaborative (VISC). VISC is a collaboration dedicated to integrated, supported community living for persons with developmental disabilities.  VISC is exploring opportunities to developing solutions to overcoming barriers and creating new options and real choices for Virginians with intellectual and developmental disabilities and their families and allies.	

AGENCY FISCAL REPORT: Nan Pemberton, Director of Administration, reported on the Fiscal Year 2014 Agency Budget Report as of January 31, 2014. Ms. Pemberton reported that of the total amount of $1,434,422 that had been budgeted, there had been year to date expenditures in the amount of $780,037 leaving $654,385 or 46% of funds remaining. The Board is in the process of re-configuring the office to use less space as a cost-saving measure (see EC 6-1 through EC 6-4 for details).

GRANT EXPENDITURE UPDATE: Lynne Talley reported that there were a total of one contract and nine grants active.  As of February 6, 2014 a total of $1,241,006.00 in grant funds had been awarded and $286,161.95 of grant funds had been expended leaving a balance of $960,137.30. No conference/event funds will be available until State Fiscal Year 2015 (see EC 6-5 through EC 6-6 for details). Ms. Talley also gave an update on the status of the Rappahanock Goodwill Industries grant.  A brief discussion of the aforementioned grant and the lack of transportation being a barrier to employment followed.  Further discussion of the Goodwill Industries grant will take place in the Education and Employment Committee meeting. 

DISABILITY ASSESSMENT TIMELINE/PROCESS: Heidi Lawyer reported that four chapters of the Assessment are ready for external editing. Two are being proofed and three more still need to be completed.  All chapters need to be complete by the end of March. The Ad Hoc Committee met in February to develop draft recommendations. Draft recommendations will be disseminated to the Board in advance of the June 2014 Board meeting at which time the recommendations will be voted on.  Executive Director Heidi Lawyer and Board Chair John Kelly will review input and determine if there will need to be an additional Ad Hoc meeting before the June 2014 Board meeting.

COMMITTEE REPORT STRUCTURE: Lynne Talley gave an overview of the new Committee Report structure.  Committee sections of the State plan are now broken out and included in the respective Committee sections of the Board meeting packets.  The complete State Plan is included in the Reference section of the Board packet.

COMMUNICATIONS/MARKETING UPDATE: Barb Dodd reported that March is National Developmental Disability Awareness month.  This is being promoted on the Board’s facebook page and the Governor has recorded a PSA announcement. A DD awareness proclamation was submitted to the Governor’s Office.  YLF & PIP recruitment is in progress.  YLF and PIP flyers and videos were redone for this year’s recruitment efforts.  PPR Highlights are in progress. VBPD’s blog is now live.
	
PUBLIC POLICY ITEMS FOR BOARD MEETING: Heidi Lawyer reported that Agency representatives will report about legislation and potential budgetary actions when they give their Agency updates at today’s full Board meeting and asked if there were any public policy items that the Executive Committee would like to address at today’s Board meeting.  A brief discussion of the waiver redesign and the JLARC study on non-emergency medical transportation followed.

COMMITTEE CHAIR/STAFF MEETING AGENDAS: Committee Chairs and Staff team leads provided overviews of their respective Standing Committee meeting agendas.

OTHER BUSINESS: There was a brief discussion about S.O.L. education reform bills.

ADJOURNMENT: The Chair called for adjournment of the meeting at 9:05 a.m.
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