
Virginia Board for People with Disabilities

Executive Committee Meeting

September 11, 2013


Board Members Present:	John Kelly, Chair
				Linda Broady-Myers, Vice Chair
				Maggie Disney, Secretary
				Dennis Manning
Stephen Joseph
				Sarah Ratner
				Korinda Rusinyak
				Angela Sadsad
				Ed Turner

Board Member Absent:	Carl Tate

Guest Board Members:	George Randolph “Randy” Burak

VBPD Staff Present:		Heidi Lawyer
				Teri Barker-Morgan
				Barb Dodd
				Michal Ketner
				Katherine Lawson
				Nan Pemberton
				Linda Redmond


CALL TO ORDER: Mr. John Kelly called the meeting to order at 7:52 a.m.

OPENING REMARKS:	The Chair greeted and welcomed the members and staff.

REVIEW OF THE AGENDA: Mr. Kelly asked the committee to review the agenda.

APPROVAL OF THE JUNE 5, 2013 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MINUTES: The Chair called for approval of the minutes (Attachment EC 2) and asked if there were changes or corrections. Mr. Dennis Manning noted that his name had been omitted from the “Board Members Present” section of the June 5th minutes though he had attended. Heidi Lawyer noted that “Board Members Present” section of the June 5th minutes showed Charles Meacham’s first name as Chair instead of Charles. Linda Broady-Myers made a MOTION for approval of the June 5, 2013 Executive Committee meeting minutes as amended. Dennis Manning seconded. The MOTION was unanimously APPROVED.

BOARD MEMBER ATTENDANCE: Ms. Maggie Disney, Secretary of the Board, reported on member attendance (Attachment EC 3) through June 5. 2013. Ms. Disney reported that according to the attendance tracking sheet Ms. Sharon Drescher had missed three consecutive meetings but that this may be inaccurate. Discussion followed concluding in plans to review Committee minutes of prior meetings and to talk to Ms. Sharon Drescher to make any necessary corrections to the attendance record. Ms. Disney reported that there were no other attendance issues or problems.

DIRECTOR’S UPDATE: Heidi Lawyer summarized key staff activities since the previous meeting. Activities focused on the Dept. of Justice related activities, focusing on housing efforts and issues related to environmental modifications for individuals exiting institutions, policy related activities, the disability assessment, marketing and communications efforts, a recently completed YLF, the start of PIP sessions, and VAULT activities. Staff also submitted a variety of administrative reports and completed annual program performance measure reporting and the state Executive Progress Report. There was extensive discussion of the current status of the VAULT project including the current financial audit. See Attachment EC 4 for more details.

GRANT EXPENDITURE UPDATE: Lynne Talley reported on grant and contract expenditures. As of August 12, 2013 there were one conference support, two contracts, and four grants active and as of October 1st nine grants will be active. As of August 12, 2013, $1,326,010.75 in grant funds had been awarded, $142,950.19 expended and a balance of $1,183,060.56 remained. VAULT’s beginning award amount of $81,004.75 reflects the award of $94,780.00 less $13,775.25 of year 1 advance funds that were remaining. VAULT’s request for advance funds is pending. No conference funds will be available until SFY2015. Heidi Lawyer noted that the Board could still vote to provide a $10,000 conference fund if an important event should occur. Ms. Talley asked Committee chairs to advise their committees that due to limited available funds no grants are planned for fiscal year 2014. This will make 2014 funds available for 2015 grants and allow staff to focus on the 2014 Disability Assessment.

AGENCY FISCAL REPORT: Nan Pemberton, Director of Administration, presented the Agency Fiscal Report, noting that the Board operates on both the state and federal fiscal years. She reported the Board Administration Budget’s expenditures from July 1, 2013 to August 16, 2013 were $140,956 and the total remaining funds are $451,054 with 76% operational funds remaining. Ms. Pemberton noted that in Object Code 1500 (Continuous Charges), the 38% remaining funds reflects the office space rental cost of $78,487 that was due in July thus lowering the remaining funds in Board Administration to 76%.

Angela Sadsad initiated discussion about changing the fiscal report to a format that specifies which programs are on the state fiscal year cycle and which are on the federal fiscal year cycle. This will be reflected in the December Board meeting’s fiscal report. 

FFY 2015 INVESTMENT INITIATIVES: None.

MARKETING/COMMUNICATIONS UPDATE: Ms. Barb Dodd, Marketing and Strategic Planning Manager, updated the committee on ongoing marketing initiatives and social media used to share information. She reported on social media activities, awareness related to the Disability Assessment, the film on individuals transitioning from training centers, and collaboration with other agencies and organizations on public awareness activities, including the Governor’s office. Highlights included the publication of PPR Highlights and Heidi Lawyer’s being interviewed by Richmond Public Radio. Also, a photographer will be back at the December Board meeting to take pictures of Board members. Regarding the film, Linda Broady-Myers stressed that the Board should set an example for others by striving to make materials accessible.

DISABILITY ASSESSMENT PUBLIC COMMENT UPDATE: Katherine Lawson and Linda Redmond reported on public comment. The public comment period was from March through August. Public comment was gathered at a total of 7 events, including teleconferences, whose attendants were representative of the targeted audience. Seventy-nine public comments were received which is an increase since 2007 when only 72 were received. Most comments received were regarding frustrations with transportation, lack of housing options, and employment opportunities. Heidi Lawyer noted that an ad hoc committee will review public comment in December.

REPORT FROM COMMITTEE CHAIRS/STAFF ON BOARD MEETING AGENDA ITEMS: The Chair asked the Committee Chairs to report on today’s committee activities. 

OTHER BUSINESS: The Chair, John Kelly noted that today the state would be commemorating 911 with a moment of silence at 9:37a.m. The Chair advised Committee Chairs that they may observe the moment of silence in their Committees if they so choose. Mr. Kelly also noted that at the last Executive Committee meeting there had been a motion to establish a committee to evaluate possible reduction of Board membership as a cost-saving measure. Mr. Kelly hopes to appoint this committee today and to have a progress report on that initiative at the next Executive Committee meeting. Linda Broady-Myers asked about an anti-abuse grant mentioned by Katherine Lawson. Discussion followed.

ADJOURNMENT: The Chair called for adjournment of the meeting at 9:12a.m.
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