Virginia Board for People with Disabilities

Education & Employment Committee Meeting Minutes

Date:  March 14, 2013


COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT:  	John Eisenberg, Dennis Findley, Mary McAdam, April Niamtu, Lauren Roche, Ed Turner, Donna Gilles

COMMITTEE MEMBERS ABSENT:   	Ray Hopkins, Dennis Manning

GUESTS:	None

VBPD STAFF PRESENT:  	Lynne Talley

CALL TO ORDER:  	9:50 a.m.


REVIEW OF AGENDA:  The Education & Employment Committee Agenda was reviewed. An item was added:  presentation from John Eisenberg on proposed Guidelines for Standard Diploma Credit Accommodations for Students with Disabilities.

REVIEW OF DECEMBER 5, 2012, EDUCATION & EMPLOYMENT COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES:  A motion was made by Mr. Dennis Findley and seconded by Ms. April Niamtu to approve the minutes. The MOTION was unanimously APPROVED.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE UPDATE:  Ms. Lynne Talley provided highlights from the Executive Committee Meeting including the 2014 Requests for Proposals and Letters of Interest review, the public forums scheduled for public comment on the 2014 Assessment of Disability Services System in Virginia, and the film currently in production on individuals transitioning from the training centers into the community under the Dept. of Justice settlement.

PRESENTATION FROM JOHN EISENBERG (ASST. SUPERINTENDENT FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION AND STUDENT SERVICES) ON THE PROPOSED GUIDELINES FOR STANDARD DIPLOMA CREDIT ACCOMMODATIONS FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES: The proposed guidelines were initiated by Governor McDonnell to consolidate diploma options. The new guidelines are intended to be more inclusive and remain rigorous while building in accommodations for students with disabilities. These will be reviewed by the VA Board of Education on March 28, 2013. Mr. Eisenberg also updated the committee on revisions that will be proposed for the IEP Diploma that will ensure that students with IEPs meet certain competencies and life skills that ensure they are prepared for employment upon graduation.

DISCUSSION OF STATE PLAN GOALS AND OBJECTIVES:  Ms. Talley provided an update on grant, post-grant, contract and liaison activities. Chesterfield Employment Services reported in their July-September 2012 post-grant quarter that 5 employment placements were made with 3 area businesses. The current grant, with Valley Associates for Independent Living and Richmond Independent Living, reported that they had met with school divisions to review project goals, set up Steering Committees and began selection of students to participate in the program. Ms. Talley also reported on various workgroups including the VA Business Leadership Network Community Advisory Council, State Employment Leadership Network, State Special Education Advisory Committee and VA Autism Council. 

ANNUAL REVIEW OF 2012-2016 STATE PLAN OBJECTIVES:  The committee reviewed the education and employment objectives, and corresponding implementation activities and timelines. The committee had no changes to the current objectives, however a new objective was recommended to be added to address education policy. The implementation activities for each objective were discussed. Several revisions were recommended to the education activities and one new activity was recommended for an employment objective. A draft with the proposed revisions will be presented for review in the June Board packet.


The meeting adjourned at 11:45 a.m.
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