Virginia Board for People with Disabilities

Education & Employment Committee Meeting Minutes

Date:  June 4, 2014


COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT:  	John Eisenberg, Dennis Findley, Ethel Parris Gainer, Donna Gilles, Henry Street (for Ray Hopkins), Dennis Manning, Mary McAdam, Matthew Shapiro, Ed Turner

COMMITTEE MEMBERS ABSENT:   	Kristi Lockhart (ex officio)

VBPD STAFF PRESENT:  	Lynne Talley

CALL TO ORDER:  	9:25 a.m.


REVIEW OF AGENDA:  The Education & Employment Committee Agenda was reviewed. Dennis Findley requested discussion of guardianship which was added to the agenda.

REVIEW OF MARCH 5, 2014, EDUCATION & EMPLOYMENT COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES:  The minutes were reviewed and a minor correction was noted on page 2 (to correct spelling for “Matthew” Shapiro). A motion was made by Dennis Findley and seconded by Mary McAdam to approve the minutes with the correction. The MOTION was unanimously APPROVED.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE UPDATE:  Mr. Dennis Manning and Ms. Lynne Talley provided highlights from the Executive Committee Meeting. Mr. Manning informed the committee that the Board’s SFY2015 budget was not submitted to the Board because of the state budget impasse.

UPDATES FROM AGENCY REPRESENTATIVES:  Mr. John Eisenberg, Assistant Superintendent for Special Education, provided an update on DOE. Ms. Donna Gilles, Executive Director, Partnership for People with Disabilities (PPD), had no formal updates as PPD is in the process of reorganizing for content and audience. Representatives for DBVI and DARS were not present.

FUNDING REQUEST FROM LANGLEY AFB:  The committee reviewed the request for event support in the amount of $1,650 from the Langley Air Force Base, Disability Employment Awareness Month Committee. Ed Turner made a MOTION to approve the request and make a recommendation to the full Board. Dennis Manning seconded the MOTION. The MOTION was unanimously APPROVED.

REVIEW OF 2014 ASSESSMENT KEY FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS:  The committee reviewed the early intervention, education and employment recommendations that are part of the 2014 Assessment of Disability Services System. Dennis Findley will recommend a change to one of the recommendations under Education during the full Board meeting.

REVIEW OF STATE PLAN FOR 2015 UPDATE:  The committee reviewed the State Plan objectives and activities related to education and employment. Additional investment initiatives were discussed for Objectives 2-01 (education research project) and Objective 2-04 (replication of a model employment project).

DISCUSSION OF STATE PLAN GOALS AND OBJECTIVES:  Lynne Talley provided program outcomes for the past quarter on the Valley Associates for Independent Living (VAIL) grant, “Opportunities Abound: Early Planning for Your Future” and the VCU RRTC grant, “Improving Employment for All Citizens of the Arc of Southside.” The committee discussed a potential transition brochure for policymakers. Ms. Talley reviewed the transition data provided by DOE for the Board’s 2014 Assessment. She will consult with some of our partners for advice on critical elements to include.

Dennis Findley discussed the issue of guardianship and voting rights with the committee. The discussion will be brought up during the policy discussion at the full Board meeting.


The meeting adjourned at 11:15 a.m.
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