Virginia Board for People with Disabilities

Education & Employment Committee Meeting Minutes

Date:  September 10, 2014


COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT:  	Vicky Beatty, Ethel Parris Gainer, Donna Gilles, John Kelly, Donna Lockwood, Mary McAdam, Glen Slonneger (for Richard Mitchell)

COMMITTEE MEMBERS ABSENT:   	John Eisenberg, Kristi Lockhart (ex officio)

VBPD STAFF PRESENT:  	Lynne Talley

CALL TO ORDER:  	9:35 a.m.


REVIEW OF AGENDA:  The Education & Employment Committee Agenda was reviewed. Mary McAdam requested discussion of employment application assessments which was added to the end of the agenda.

REVIEW OF JUNE 4, 2014, EDUCATION & EMPLOYMENT COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES:  The minutes were reviewed. A motion was made by Donna Gilles and seconded by Ethyl Parris Gainer to approve the minutes. The MOTION was unanimously APPROVED.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE UPDATE:  John Kelly provided highlights from the Executive Committee Meeting. 

UPDATES FROM AGENCY REPRESENTATIVES:  Glen Slonneger provided an update on DBVI. Ms. Donna Gilles, Executive Director, Partnership for People with Disabilities (PPD), is presenting on PPD at the full Board meeting, so she did not present.  Representatives for DARS and DOE were not present.

DISCUSSION OF STATE PLAN GOALS AND OBJECTIVES:  Lynne Talley provided program outcomes for the past quarter on the Valley Associates for Independent Living (VAIL) grant, “Opportunities Abound: Early Planning for Your Future” and the VCU RRTC grant, “Improving Employment for All Citizens of the Arc of Southside.” 

Ms. Talley reported that she and Heidi Lawyer met with Paul Wehman and Liz Getzell, VCU RRTC, in August to discuss a product for policymakers that will highlight what is needed for successful transition for students with disabilities. Following the meeting, Ms. Lawyer drafted a brochure type product that was sent to Dr. Wehman and Ms. Getzell for review. They will meet again prior to the December committee meeting. Ms. Talley also updated the committee on the Coalition for Improvement in School Safety (Focus on Restraint & Seclusion) and recommendations made to the Commission on Youth that is studying this issue for the General Assembly. Ms. Talley will forward the announcement for the Commission on Youth’s September 16th meeting.

REVIEW OF GRANT RENEWAL APPLICATIONS:  The committee reviewed the application from Valley Associates for Independent Living (VAIL), showing a progress report for Year 2 and requesting renewal for Year 3 of the project. A motion was made by Mary McAdam and seconded by Ethyl Parris Gainer to approve the application. The MOTION was unanimously APPROVED.

The committee also reviewed the application from VCU Rehabilitation Research & Training Center (RRTC), showing a progress report for Year 1 and requesting renewal for Year 2 of the project. A motion was made by Donna Gilles and seconded by Mary McAdam to approve the application. The MOTION was unanimously APPROVED. The committee requests that RRTC present a progress report at the December 3rd committee meeting.

REVIEW OF DRAFT 2015 STATE PLAN UPDATE:  The committee reviewed Attachment BD 4-15 through 4-16 with the following recommended changes:  Objective 2-03, the third activity related to replicating a model employment project is deleted; and Objective 2-04, the third activity related to training adults with disabilities about Employment First (as recommended by staff) is deleted. A motion was made by Ethyl Parris Gainer and seconded by Donna Gilles to recommend these State Plan changes to the full Board. The MOTION was unanimously APPROVED.

DISCUSSION ON EMPLOYMENT APPLICATION ASSESSMENTS:  Mary McAdam spoke on the discriminatory practice of assessments in employment applications at major employers in the U.S. The committee agreed that this was a significant barrier to employment for individuals with disabilities. The committee requests that Heidi Lawyer consult with Coleen Miller at the disAbility Law Center of VA. Lynne Talley will report back to the committee on this issue.


The meeting adjourned at 11:15 a.m.
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