Virginia Board for People with Disabilities

Education & Employment Committee Meeting Minutes

Date:  December 4, 2013


COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT:  	Ethel Parris Gainer, Donna Gilles, Kristi Lockhart (ex officio), Dennis Manning, John Eisenberg, Matthew Shapiro

COMMITTEE MEMBERS ABSENT:   	Ray Hopkins, Dennis Findley, Mary McAdam, Ed Turner

GUESTS:	None

VBPD STAFF PRESENT:  	Lynne Talley

CALL TO ORDER:  	9:34 a.m.


REVIEW OF AGENDA:  The Education & Employment Committee Agenda was reviewed. 

REVIEW OF SEPTEMBER 11, 2013, EDUCATION & EMPLOYMENT COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES:  The minutes were reviewed and a typo was noted on page 2 (change “Mr.” to “Ms.”). A motion was made by Ms. Donna Gilles and seconded by Mr. Matthew Shapiro to approve the minutes with the correction. The MOTION was unanimously APPROVED.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE UPDATE:  Mr. Dennis Manning and Ms. Lynne Talley provided highlights from the Executive Committee Meeting.

UPDATES FROM AGENCY REPRESENTATIVES:  Ms. Kristi Lockhart, Dept. for Aging and Rehabilitative Services, Division of Rehabilitative Services (DRS), reported that they just completed working with DMAS and the Institute on Community Inclusion to learn how to better utilize data.  Ms. Lockhart also reported that currently 54% of DRS casework is youth (predominantly ages 16 – 22). They are looking at ways to collaborate with the Dept. of Education to work with students at an earlier age to educate on career planning and work incentives. There are 36 Work Incentive Specialist Advocates (WISAs) through DRS.  Ms. Lockhart reported that of the 2,000 people with disabilities that are referred to WISAs, 72% get employed. DRS would like to involve the WISAs in the school system.

Mr. John Eisenberg, Dept. for Education, reported that they are currently exploring a statewide on-line IEP system; this would save funds for the localities. Stakeholder meetings for the new 


system are being planned. The Board of Education (BOE) has requested an extension to the NCLB waiver. BOE has adopted a model policy for anti-bullying. “I’m Determined” developed a very effective video on anti-bullying and the link is on DOE. BOE adopted a formula for the grading of public schools was adopted. Schools will receive grades by November 2014. Mr. Eisenberg also pointed out reports that were just released: the Board of Education’s (BOE) annual report to the General Assembly and the State SEAC annual report. 

Ms. Donna Gilles, Partnership for People with Disabilities, reported that they recently hired a Project Manager for the ASD State Implementation Grant, Shannon Haworth. She also reported that they have 110 part-time and full-time employees.

DISCUSSION OF STATE PLAN GOALS AND OBJECTIVES:  Lynne Talley reported on the Valley Associates for Independent Living (VAIL) grant. The grant was a partnership between VAIL, serving the Valley region, and Resources for Independent Living (RIL), serving the Richmond metropolitan region. Ms. Talley informed the committee that RIL has resigned from the grant. She has requested that VAIL submit a revised Work Plan and Budget to be presented and reviewed at the March committee meeting. The committee discussed strategies to assist VAIL in addressing some barriers and building the program. Lynne Talley, Heidi Lawyer and Kristi Lockhart will schedule a teleconference with VAIL’s Executive Director, Gayl Brunk, in January.

The committee discussed activities that address two State Plan objectives. For the transition objective (S.P. Obj. 2-02), the committee discussed using DOE data to show the need for improvement in employment outcomes for students with disabilities exiting high school. The committee discussed what should be included in a “pamphlet” type product such as: specific disability types, race, ethnicity, etc.  Also discussed was what makes students successful such as: exposure to work experience and CTE programs. John Eisenberg (DOE) will provide data and Heidi Lawyer will draft a product. For the employment objective (S.P. Obj. 2-20) the committee discussed consulting with an expert on Universal Design in education. Donna Gilles will contact a consultant at VCU and arrange a meeting to include Heidi Lawyer and Lynne.

The meeting adjourned at 11:07 a.m.
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