


Virginia Board for People with Disabilities
Board Meeting Minutes
March 14, 2012 

The Virginia Board for People with Disabilities held its regular quarterly meeting on Thursday, March 14, 2013 at the Four Points Sheraton, 4700 S. Laburnum Avenue, Richmond, Virginia.
CALL TO ORDER:  Mr. John Kelly, Chair, called the meeting to order at 12:05 p.m.  Mr. Kelly greeted Mr. Clyde Mathews, agency designee representing Colleen Miller from the Virginia Office for Protection and Advocacy, and returning Board members and staff.  He also introduced Ms. Ethel Gaynor who was a member of the public observing the meeting.

The Chair announced the next Executive Committee meeting and Board meeting will be held on Wednesday, June 5, 2013.

REVIEW OF BOARD MEETING AGENDA:  Mr. Kelly asked the members to review the Board meeting agenda.  There were no changes.

APPROVAL OF DECEMBER 5, 2012 BOARD MEETING MINUTES:  The Chair asked if there were any changes or corrections to the December 5, 2012 Board meeting minutes.  Hearing none, Mr. Kelly called for approval of the minutes.   Mr. Ed Turner made a MOTION for approval of minutes.  Mr. Dennis Findley seconded the MOTION.  The MOTION was unanimously APPROVED.

THE REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.  Ms. Maggie Disney, Secretary, gave the report of the Executive Committee meeting (see Executive Committee minutes for full details).  

PUBLIC COMMENT:  The Chair called for public comment.  There was none.
 
APPOINTMENT OF NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE:  Mr. John Kelly appointed Ms. Norma Draper, Mr. Thomas Leach and Mr. Ron King to serve on the Nominations committee.  Ms. Norma Draper will serve as Chair of the committee.  

LUNCHEON PRESENTATION –STATE BOARD OF ELECTIONS:   Ms. Katherine Lawson, Board Outreach and Advocacy Manager, introduced the presenters from the State Board of Elections: Ms. Terry Wagoner, Absentee and Accessibility Coordinator; Ms. Victoria Baldwin, Director of Training; and Ms. Martha Brissette, Policy Analyst.  They reported on the outcomes of the Board-funded grant project to educate voters with disabilities and registrars about voting accessibility and the annual application for absentee ballots. 
 
STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS

· Report of Advocacy & Outreach Committee:  Ms. Korinda Rusinyak, Committee Chair, gave the following report:

The A&O Committee received an update from Ms. Ann Benner, Executive Director of Virginia Advocates United Leading Together (VAULT).  The A&O Committee received a request for 2nd year funding for the VAULT contract.  The A&O Committee recommends approval of VAULT’s request for a second year contract renewal in the amount of $94,780 with certain assurances that will be specified in the contract.  The Chair carried the recommendation which was APPROVED, with one recusal from Mr. Ed Turner.

The A&O Committee reviewed the 2012 State Plan Objectives and implementation activities for 2014 Update and has no recommended revisions at this time.

· Report of Community Integration Committee:  In the absence of Ms. Sarah Ratner, Committee Chair, Mr. Charles Meacham gave the following report:

The CI Committee received a status report on implementation of the National Core Indicators Project from Mr. Lee Price, Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services (DBHDS).  He answered questions on the project. 

The CI Committee reviewed and discussed the concept paper from DBHDS for a project.  The Committee recommended that the Board solicit a full proposal on a Peer-to-Peer Education project for Department of Justice (DOJ) Settlement Agreement target populations.  The Chair carried the recommendation which was APPROVED, with one recusal from Mr. Lee Price.

The CI Committee reviewed and discussed the 2012 State Plan Objectives and implementation activities for the 2014 Update.  Several changes were identified and proposed, and the Committee defers any recommendations for change until the June 2013 Board meeting. 

· Report of Community Living/Transportation:  Ms. Angela Sadsad, Committee Chair, gave the following report:

The CLT Committee received an update on the DBHDS Housing Plan which was developed for compliance with the DOJ Settlement Agreement.

The CLT Committee received a presentation from Mr. John Mahoney, Department of Rail and Public Transportation.  Mr. Mahoney updated the committee on Human Service Transportation Coordination.  

The CLT Committee reviewed the 2012 State Plan Objectives and implementation activities for 2014 update.  The Committee discussed some language updates that they will review and further discuss in June.

· Report of the Education/Employment:  In the absence of Mr. Dennis Manning, Committee Chair, Mr. Dennis Findley gave the following report:

Ms. Lynne Talley provided project highlights related to education/employment including: updates from grant, (Valley Associates for Independent Living); post-grant (Chesterfield Employment Services); and liaison activities (such as State Employment Leadership Network, VA Business Leadership Network, State Special Education Advisory Committee and VA Autism Council).

Mr.  John Eisenberg, Department of Education, presented on the proposal credit accommodations for students with disabilities so that they can obtain a standard diploma that will be reviewed by the Board of Education on March 28, 2013.  

The ED/EMP Committee reviewed the 2012 State Plan Objectives and implementation activities for 2014 update and has no recommended revisions to goals and objectives.  The Committee discussed revisions to the implementation activities which will be included in the draft matrix in the June Board packet.

VIEWED FILM FOOTAGE:  Ms. Barb Dodd introduced two of the Board’s 4 film vignettes that were produced as a part of the longer film which will focus on individuals transitioning from state Training Centers to community-based settings.
PRESENTATION: PROGRESS UPDATE ON DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT:  Dr. Olivia Garland, Deputy Commissioner for the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services, gave a slide presentation on Virginia’s implementation of the Settlement Agreement with the U. S. Department of Justice.  Dr. Garland focused on key areas including:  Virginia’s movement toward community based services and the continuing trending down of the census down to its current 866; history of the DOJ investigation and its findings; key areas included in the Settlement Agreement; current and future implementation activities and initiatives, addressing such areas as discharge planning, case management, waivers, crisis intervention, quality assurance, housing, employment, and licensing and oversight.  At the conclusion of Dr. Garland’s presentation, a question and answer period  ensued.  Mr. Kelly, Chair, thanked Dr. Garland for coming to the meeting and for the enlightening, informative presentation.

PUBLIC POLICY DISCUSSION:  The Chair asked the agency representatives to give a report on legislative, budgetary or program updates.  A few key points from these reports were:
 
· Ms. Terry Smith, agency designee for the Department of Medical Assistive Services (DMAS) Division of Long Term Care, reported on staffing changes, waiver renewals, an RFP being released for durable medical equipment, and Medicaid expansion.  Ms. Smith responded to a number of questions from Board members.

· Dr. Donna Gilles, agency designee for the Partnership for People with Disabilities, reported that the Partnership submitted its core grant application for their 5 year federal funding cycle.  Dr. Gilles noted that the Partnership is creating a small (5-7) member constituent Board that will advise the Partnership, which will be in addition to its current Advisory Council with heavy state agency representation. 

· Mr. Lee Price, agency designee for the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services (DBHDS), reported that the agency received 200 additional Waiver slots from the General Assembly, supplementing those provided through the DOJ Settlement agreement and there will be a 25% residential rate increase for providers serving individuals who have higher intensity needs. Other budget items were also reported.  Mr. Price gave an update on the National Core Indicators project which is progressing.  He stated that the DBHDS appreciated Council’s funding to help kickoff the project. The NCI indicators have been accepted as quality indicators for the DOJ Settlement Agreement.

· Mr. Clyde Mathews, agency designee for the Virginia Office for Protection and Advocacy (VOPA), reported for Colleen Miller, Executive Director.  Mr. Mathews reported that VOPA is filing for 501-c3 status and that the non-profit will be called the Disability Law Center of Virginia (disability LCV).  He noted that VOPA’s work is continuing during the transition and that it will be soliciting feedback on priorities for the new entity.  He also noted that VOPA, like other agencies, will be subject to the sequester reductions.

· Ms. Kathleen Vaughan, agency designee, from the Department of Aging (DARS), reported that the aging division is not expecting a negative impact from the federal sequestration.  She reported that the General Assembly approved funding for a new Dementia Coordinator position.

· Mr. John Eisenberg, agency designee from the Department of Education, reported that DOE is expecting a severe impact on Special Education resulting from the federal sequestration: primarily affected will be teaching positions, potentially 200.  He also noted that the Title 1 program would also experience significant cuts.

OTHER BUSINESS:   Ms. Lawyer reported that she and Mr. Jim Rothrock, Commissioner of DARS, discussed having a representative from the vocational rehabilitation side of DARS serve on the Employment and Education committee.  She explained that this would be in an ex officio, nonvoting position. The DD Act requires representation from VR and with the merger of DRS and Aging, the Board now lacks that representation.  Mr. Lee Price made a MOTION for approval.  Mr. Thomas Leach seconded the MOTION.  The MOTION was carried with one recusal from Ms. Kathleen Vaughan.
BOARD ADJOURNMENT:  Having no other business, the Chair called for adjournment.  Mr. Thomas Leach made a MOTION to adjourn the meeting.  Ms. Everlene Brewer seconded.  The meeting was adjourned at 3:45 p.m.



1

